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Public Health Impacts of War



▣ Impact of war on pubic health
▣ A public health perspective on the prevention 

of war

Outline 
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▣ War is a state of organized, armed, and often 

prolonged conflict carried on between states, 

nations or other parties typified by extreme 

aggression, social disruption, and usually high 

mortality.

▣ War crises are among the top WHO Health 

emergency lists

What is War ?
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Impacts of war 
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Health impact of war 

• Injuries & 
illnesses

• Mental health 

• Communicable 
disease

• Death

The Social impact of 
War 

• breakdown of 
social norms and 
relationship

• pandemic sexual 
abuse, child labor

The Economic 
impact of War

•Reduced revenue 
and reduced GDP 
per capita

•Trade and 
exchanges are 
diverted 

•Opportunity cost 

Food insecurity

•Production of food 
items will be 
disturbed

•Malnutrition 

Impact to the health-
sustaining 

infrastructure

•Water supply and 
poor sanitation

•Electric supply 

•Communication 

•Destruction of 
health facility

•Blockage and 
destruction of road



Impacts of war 
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Impacts of war 

• Using a high frequency phone 
survey data conducted on a 
panel of 2,677 households

• Difference-in-differences 
analysis

• Conflict exposure has large, 
statistically significant negative 
impacts on access to health 
services and food.
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▣ The WHO has stated, “The role of physicians  and other 

health professionals in the preservation and promotion of 

peace is the most significant factor for the attainment of 

health for all”
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A public health perspective on the prevention of war



▣ Health Advocacy

▣ Principles of public health ethics

▣ Management of programs and services

▣ Policy analysis and development

▣ Epidemiologic knowledge

□ Collecting and reviewing Health indicators

▣ Evidence generation 

A public health perspective on the prevention of war
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▣ War is a major threat to health

▣ It is important to understand the impact of war on public 

health in order to develop effective interventions

Summary 

9



▣ Goto R, Guerrero APS, Speranza M, Fung D, Paul C, Skokauskas N. War is a public health emergency. The Lancet 
[Internet]. 2022 Apr [cited 2023 Aug 11];399(10332):1302. Available from: 
https://linkinghub.elsevier.com/retrieve/pii/S0140673622004792

▣ Abay KA, Abay MH, Berhane G, Chamberlin J, Croke K, Tafere K. Access to health services, food, and water during an 
active conflict: Evidence from Ethiopia. Bould MD, editor. PLOS Glob Public Health [Internet]. 2022 Nov 29 [cited 2023 Aug 
11];2(11):e0001015. Available from: https://dx.plos.org/10.1371/journal.pgph.0001015

▣ Wiist WH, Barker K, Arya N, Rohde J, Donohoe M, White S, et al. The Role of Public Health in the Prevention of War: 
Rationale and Competencies. Am J Public Health [Internet]. 2014 Jun [cited 2023 Aug 11];104(6):e34–47. Available from: 
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/full/10.2105/AJPH.2013.301778

▣ Gesesew H, Berhane K, Siraj ES, Siraj D, Gebregziabher M, Gebre YG, et al. The impact of war on the health system 
of the Tigray region in Ethiopia: an assessment. BMJ Glob Health [Internet]. 2021 Nov [cited 2023 Aug 11];6(11):e007328. 
Available from: https://gh.bmj.com/lookup/doi/10.1136/bmjgh-2021-007328

Reference 

10

https://linkinghub.elsevier.com/retrieve/pii/S0140673622004792
https://dx.plos.org/10.1371/journal.pgph.0001015
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/full/10.2105/AJPH.2013.301778
https://gh.bmj.com/lookup/doi/10.1136/bmjgh-2021-007328

	war and public health_August 2023_F
	 Public Health Impacts of War�
	Outline 
	What is War ?
	Impacts of war 
	Impacts of war 
	Impacts of war 
	A public health perspective on the prevention of war
	A public health perspective on the prevention of war
	Summary 
	Reference 


